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’ Aparajita.Ray@timesgroup.com

. Bengaluru: The Visveswa-
oraya Technical University
w(VTU) is all set to celebrate
s 20th Foundation Day on
wkriday in Belagavi notwith-
mstanding its financial crisis.

" FUND CRUNCH

% Going by its account bo-

["6ks, the university ran a Rs

¥ 30-crore deficit last year with
¥ts expenditure touching Rs
450 crore as against receipts

Wof Rs 220 crore.

" VTU has earmarked Rs
1.15 crore and got approval
fromthefinancial committee

. but is yet to take ratification
from its executive council.

“llﬂ dies Ramesh Jarkiholi. Pad-

Eev?"-‘ulybﬂm ithas ™ Vibhushan VK Atre, for-

mer secretary of DRDO and

been exempted from  cientific advisor to defence

the income tax minister, will deliver talks.

An alumni meet will also be

depam:en“e;m held. The only silver lining

paying for VTU is that it has been ex-

interests to thetune  empted from the income tax

of Rs 127 crore department from paying du-

esand intereststo the tune of

“The ratification will be ob- Rs 127 crore. It will get Rs 441

tained before Friday We'll crore from the corpus fund,

restrict theexpendituretoRs  which was seized during I-T
55lakh,” vice-chancellor Ka- raidssix yearsago.

risiddappasaid.

The varsity is honouring
governor Vajubhai Vala, CM
HD Kumaraswamy and hig-
her education minister GT
Devegowda and minister for
municipalities and local bo-

Model BE curriculum

from 2018-19

From this year, undergradu-
ate engineering students in
220 affiliate colleges of VTU
will follow a model curricu-

RIMA KALLINGAL, 3 OTHERS Q!
. MALAYALAM MOVIE BODY FOR
RE-INDUCTING ACTOR DILEEP ¢

V1 'U o s end ?0cr on Foundatlon Day

Ium. Starting from reducing
credits from 200 to 175 for the
four-year period to introdu-
cing a ‘mini project’ and vir-
tual labs, the curriculum
aims to make students in-
dustry ready.

“We're running day pro-
grammes in affiliate colleges
as we don't know what stu-
dents are engaged in after
their classes, unlike in OTs
and NITs which are residen-
tialand thelearning happens
throughout the day,” the VC
said.

VTU registrar HN Jagan-
nath Reddy said reducing
credits will ease the burden
on the faculty and help ac-
commodate open electives
and other programmes wit-

hin the course duration.
“Mini projects will be
compulsory for students bet-
ween IV and V semesters and
it will be a three-credit pro-
gramme. They will have totie
up with industry and make a
report. The main project that
they do between VII and VIII
semesters can be multi-disci-
plinary,” he added.
Students will also be tested
on the 6040 basis — where 60
marks will be for the semester
programme and 40 for inter-
nal exams. Earlier it was a 80-
20model, Virtuallabs will also

some of the tests that they can
attempt only once in physical
laboratories.

RIMA KALLINGAL, 3 OTHERS Q!
. MALAYALAM MOVIE BODY FOR
RE-INDUCTING ACTOR DILEEP &

engmg colleges
likely to downsize faculty

Aparajita.Ray@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The AllIndia Co-
uncil for Technical Educa-
tion (AICTE) directive allo-
wing engineering colleges to
have one teacher for every 20
-tudentsmaypromptxama

But varsity
colleges that have had ad-
missions as low as 32% last
year will certainly look at
the new directive as a cost-
cutting measure. “Many re-
puted

are lower than 50%,

three or four extra teachers
is a burden. We cannot do
anything if the colleges re-
move faculty,” they said.

M K Panduranga
chairman of RV College of
Engineering, said, “NAAC
and NBA accreditation requi-
res colleges to have a teacher-
student ratio of 1:12. And we
follow that, The problem oc-
curred because many college
managements, who neither
havea good rate of admission
nor the money to spend on fa-
culty, have pressured AICTE
and VTU in Karnataka to
shut such colleges. Those col-

ving accreditation cannot af-I
ford to lose both and reduce
the number of faculty”
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New body to
replace UGC
proposed

Centre places draft Bill in public domain

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Setting the ball rolling for
major reforms in higher edu-
cation, the Centre has
placed in the public domain
a draft Bill for a Higher Edu-
cation Commission of India -
aimed at replacing the Un-
iversity Grants Commission -
for eliciting suggestions from

The draft Higher Educa-
tion Commission of India
(Repeal of University Grants
Commission Act) Act, 2018,
takes away funding powers
from the proposed regulator

July 7, 2018.
There is no plan to merge
all higher education regula-
proposed

tors, as was

UGC vs HECI

Moreover, non-com-
pliance could result in fines
or even a jail sentence.

Till now, the UGC had no

ic focus on learning out-
comes, evaluation of
academic performance by

leadership positions
institutional level irrespec-
tive of university started un-
der any law (including state
list),” it said.

A senior official of the
MHRD said that UGC staff
would be retrained to adapt
to the HECI regime.
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Inan attempt at making re-
search projects awarded by

K " Indian Council of Social
Science. Research (ICSSR)

move from “pure ideologi-

‘cal research” to one that is

in sync with policy i impera-
tives, the apex social science
research body has formulat-

| ed a blue print of key areas

for future research.

It has sent a vision docu-
ment called IMPRESS (Im-
pactful Policy Research in
Social Sciences) to the go-
vernment, Sources say.

This apart, it has also
made a tentative list of

themes on which it would

like to support research.
“We believe that social
science research should fo-
cus on areas that can link re-
search to pressing policy
needs of the time. Social
science is close to society
and research in it should

One thrust area is
the idea of
simultaneous polls
to the Lok Sabha
and State legislative
assemblies

C

contribute to solving the
problems we face,” a well-
placed source said on condi-
tion of anonymity. The ICHR
awards doctoral and post-
doctoral fellowships. It also
awards minor and major
projects. In future, propo-
sals that are related to the
thrust areas are more likely
to pass muster, though oth-
er proposals also can.

The document shared
with the government identi-
fies many thrust areas.
These include research pro-
posals on public private
partnerships, food security,
Make In India (a key policy
initiative of the present go-
vernment), federalism, re-

[CSSR’s new vision: make
research relevant to policy

apex body has sent the proposal to the government

gionalism and its implica-
tions, etc.

Significantly, one of the
thrust areas mentioned in
the document is the idea of
simultaneous elections to
the Lok Sabha and State le-
gislative assemblies, anoth-
er idea supported by the
present government.

Fake news, paid news
and media ownership also
figure among the thrust
areas for research, the offi-
cial said.

The ICSSR has also inter-
nally formulated some key
themes for research, apart
from the document shared
with the Ministry of Human
ResourceDeveloment.

These include agrarian is-
sues, farmers’ distress, agri-
cultural growth, poverty al-
leviation, revitalisation of
manufacturing, trade and
investment policy, liberali-
sation and lost opportuni-
ties, etc.
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Engineering students will have to
complete mini-project from this year

This is in addition to the final project that they have to submit; syllabi of several courses to be revamped

STAFF REPORTER
'BENGALURU

Technological
University (VTU) to complete
a mini-project from the 2018
19 academic year. This is in
addition to the final project
that students have to to sub-
mit.

Speaking about this at a

that the aim of introducing
this was to enhance “em-
ployability of students”.
According to the Vice-
Chancellor, this is part of the
model curriculum that would
be implemented from the
201819 academic year. Be-
sides, the university would al-
so revamp the syllabi of sever-
al courses. “Students will be
made to teach different com-
puter languages. We are also
planning to introduce virtual
lab concept,” he said.
Starting this year, ¥TU

disciplinary projects. “A civil

engineering student can take
projects in computer science
or any other. We are in an era
of learning
and projects. Students re-
quire sufficient knowledge
and they can grasp it this way.
Having knowledge in one do-
main is, however, no longer
enough,” said the Vice-Chan-

Jumbling of papers
With the recent question pap-

er leak of one of the engineer-
ing papers, the university was
oon:ldelng a “digital jum
of question papers
whue papers would be set
online from a common ques-
tion bank. The university had
found that a professor from a
private college who was one
of the paper-setters was in-
volved in the paper leak and a
re-exam had to be ordered.
“We are considering digital
question paper setting system
to avoid any kind of malprac-
tice by paper-setters; a final
decision will be taken soon
about it”

Insurance
 for students

© STAFF REPORTER :
BENGALURU
¢ VTU authorities are in :
: talks with a bank to pro- :
i vide engineering stu- :
: dents insurance if they :
: meet with an accident

: inthe labs or on the col-
i lege premises. Officials :
¢ said that the modalities :
i would be finalised :
¢ shortly. :
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UGC set to go, new
body to getits
academic powers

HECI will have no say in the management of
institutions; ministry to handle fund release

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@New Delhi

THE six-decade-old University
Grants Commission (UGC) ap-
pears to be on its last legs. A draft
bill placed in public domain by
the Union Ministry of Human
Resource Development on
Wednesday seeks to scrap the
UGC and replace it with a new
regulatory body called the High-
er Education Commission of In-
dia (HECI), which will have no
say in the management of educa-
tional institutions.

The HECI's mandate is to focus
on academics alone. Functions to
grant funds will be taken over by
the ministry itself. The draft will
be open for public comments till

“July 7. The bill aims to end in-
~ spection raj in higher education.
To do so, regulation will to be
done through transparent public
disclosure and merit-based deci-
sion making on matters regard-
ing standards and quality in
higher education.
~HECT has also been tasked with
improving academic standards
| with specific focus.on learning
=outgomes, evaluation of academ-
ic performance by institutions,
mentoring of institutions, train-
* ing teachers, promoting use of
educational technology etc.

WHAT’S IN THE DRAFT

=UGC on the way out, to be
replaced with Higher Education
Commission of India

#End of inspection raj with
regulation done through
transparent public disclosures

# Will set norms for opening and
closure of institutions, lay
standards for appointment of
leadership positions irrespective
of State laws

= Will have powers to close sub-
standard institutions, slap fines or
jail term for non-compliance

Another aspect that will have
bearing on the state’s powers, is
the proposal to develop norms to
set standards for opening and
closing of institutions, provide
for greater flexibility and auton-
omy to institutions and lay stand-
ards for appointments to critical
leadership positions at the insti-
tutional level irrespective of un-
der which law the University was
started (including State law).

The new Act also proposes jail
term for non-compliance of aca-
demic standards. The regulator
will also have the power to order
closure of sub-standard and bo-
gus institutions.
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75% of PF can be
withdrawn after 30
days of unemployment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE the full amount.

I

@ New Delhi “EPFO extends addltlonal fa-
cility to G g

IN good news for employees cross - avail non-refundable advance up
the country, Employees Provi- to 75 per cent of outstanding bal-
dent Fund Organisation (EPFO) ance in case of unemployed for
chalrman and Union Labour more than a month. Existing pro-
M S - vision of complete withdrawal

the EPFO — both pri-
vate and government
— can withdraw 75 per
cent of thelr prov1dent

terminatis : gy tunate event of termi-
l:rnllll: rﬁ(i)nister an- "‘mw L 'nation.elt is veryehéii'd‘
nced the decismn amount mentally and finan-

employee maintain
By z th the EPFO :
'~ niosh Ko 75

! Minister

dr ema - i e .sy..«ll‘limm N
per cent of theamount  Gangwar,UnionLabour  Apart from the un-
s well. Thus, this will employed clause, em-
o1 ployees are allowed to
: withdraw their provident
= o fund for other reasons like

m! omslmd:ion or purchase of
that ~ house, marriages or medi-
people ﬂllnmt. Homver,

counts after | |
withdrawing
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From the next academic

e year, undergraduate
. engineering students have
_ to undertake projects in the
4th and 5th semesters
itself. Till now, students
were asked to take up
projects only in the final
year, but the university is
making ‘mini projects’
compulsory from the next
academic year. The mini
projects are part of a newly
introduced model
curriculum by the university
wherein students will be
allowed to carry out
projects within their college
campus during the 4th and
5th semesters. Various
technical experts from the
industry will assist the
students to execute these
projects which will carry
three credits. Meanwhile,
VTU will be allowing inter-
disciplinary projects from
the current academic year
itself. This is being
introduced after the
introduction of a new

" curriculum for engineering
g courses.

i, SUSNRNAAARRLRAY
.
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EXPRESS NEWS SEIVICE @Bengaluru

FOLLOWING the recent incidents of
question paper leak, the Visves-
varaya Technological University
(VTU), Belagavi, is mulling the intro-
duction of ‘digital jumbling’ of ques-
tion papers.

In a recent question paper leak, the
involvement of one of the senior pro-
fessors of a private engineering col-
lege affiliated to VTU has been prov-
en and he was also one of the experts
who had set the question papers for
the civil engineering branch.

Considering this seriously, the uni-
versity is thinking of adopting ‘digi-
tal jumbling’ of question papers us-
ing technology. Under this system,
VTU will upload all the 10 sets of
question papers prepared by differ-
ent professors and the system will
jumble them to set a fresh question

paper.

Speaking about it, Prof Karisid-
dappa, vice-chancellor of VTU said,
“We are seriously thinking of digital
question paper-setting system to
avoid any kind of malpractice. A fi-
nal decision about this will be taken
soon.”

After the recent question paper
leak, the university has decided to
file a police complaint against the
professor who was involved in the pa-
per leak.

AMA ATH HE
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'UGCto make way for Higher Education CommiSs’in

‘Body will have powers to
_close substandard institutions

| NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Centre
llumwedlnhreplmme
University

proposed Higher Education
Commission of India (HECI)
by any university or college
wouldresultinslappingoffine.

On failure to deposit the
fine, heads and members of
the management of such in-

would be liable for
prosecution under the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)

The Human Resource De-
velopment (HRD) Ministry
has come up with adraftbill to
repeal the UGC Act 1956 and
establish the HECL The move
is aimed atimproving the aca-
demic standards in the coun-
try’s higher education sector.

The HECI (Repeal of Uni-
versity Grants Commission

An Overseas Citizen of India
(OCI) having requisite quali-
fications can be appointed as
the chairman of the proposed
HECI, apart fromanyotherel-
igible Indian citizen, according
tothedraftbill.

The central governmentwill
appoint the HECI chairman,
vice chairman and 12 other

Act, 1956) Bill, 2018 willbeap- mem!

plicable to all universities, set
up under a law by Parliament
or State legislature, and the
msutuuons whu:h have been

whichmayleadtoa

three yearsimprisonment.

sxty status,

The Cabinet Secretary will
head thesearch-cum-selection
committee for recommend-
ing a panel of names for the
post of HECI chairman. The
same committee will also rec-

ommend a panel of names for
the appointment of the vice
chairman. This ¢ itteewill

Science and Technology will
be the members of the HECI,
repr ing the central gov-

have HECI chairperson as its
member.

Human Resource Develop-
ment minister Prakash Java-
dekar on Wednesday invited
comments and suggestions
fromall educationistsand oth-
er stakeholders on the draft
bill, by July 7, 2018, 5 pm.

Secretaries of the HRD
ministry’s higher education
department, Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
ministry and Department of

ernment.

The chairmen of All India
Council for Technical Educa-
tion and national Council for
Teacher Education will also
be members. Two members of
the HECI will be the heads of
accreditation bodies.

The 14-member HECI will
also have two serving vice
chancellors of reputed univer-
sities, two serving professors
and “one doyen of Industry”as
itsmembers.
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Now, VTU looks east, to mentor

varsities in naxal-hit areas

= vuwu

BENGALURU: Scouting for
technical talentto builda
resourceful talent pool, the
Visvesvaraya Technolog-
ical University (VTU) has
gone as far as into eastern
India and tapped into the
‘red corridor’. The VTU has
been recognised as mentor
university for various new
technological universities
across naxal-infested states.

Chosen by the Centre as
part of the Technical Educa-
| tion Quality Improvement
Programme (TEQIP)-III,
VTU, with its acclaimed fac-
ulty and well-trained instruc-

tors, will mentor budding
universities such as Aryab-
hata Knowledge Universityin
Bihar, Biju Patnaik Universi-

ty in Odisha, Vinobha Bhave
University in Jharkhand and
Lalith Narayana Mithula Uni-
versity in Bihar.

Under the project, valid for
three years, VTU will send its
facultyand manpower to train
students at these universities
and createarobust talent pool
for utilisation by various in-
dustries.

“Making use of World
Bank assistance, research

_hubs will be set up at these

colleges where our faculty
members will impart quality
training to the local staff and
students from remote areas,”
explained Prof Karisiddappa,

vice chancellor of VI'U.

The recognition to VTU is
seen as a big boost for eastern
India, where youngsters - es-
pecially from naxal-hit areas
- lack access to quality higher
education.

“Already, the Kalinga Insti-
tute of Industrial Technology
has been working in the area.
But VTUwilladd towhat KIIT
has been doing in the region.
In future, if there is opportu-
nity, VTU will look into pros-
pects of collaborating with
KIIT to train youngsters there
and help build a bigger talent
pool,”Karisiddappa said.

Learning from its mistakes,

especially paper leak, VTU
has decided to digitise the
question paper drafting pro-
cess.

“It was discovered that one
of the faculty members who
was part of drafting the paper
was involved in the crime. We
will make faculty members
key in the questions and not
write them, Nothing will be
permitted to be carried out.
VTU will be ready with 10-15
different sets of question pa-~
pers. If the one selected is dig-
itised, there will be no scope
for leakage,” Karisiddappa
said.

DH News Service




